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The aim of the session was to discuss examples of actions undertaken by different stakeholders to support energy efficiency uptake at local level, identify the challenges encountered and share the lessons learnt.
The panel started with the presentation of typical EIB’s products for EE projects, with particular attention given to ELENA – European Local Energy Assistance. Through ELENA, EIB provides technical and financial support for EE project development at local level. It was underlined, that in order for the projects to be successful, cooperation between different national and local authorities needs to be enhanced to ensure long-term commitment to EE investments. Ensuring public engagement as well as prior thorough verification of legal and financial issues is equally important.
The second presentation discussed the conclusions from the paper prepared by Adelphi Institute, which assessed the revitalization efforts in Poland. Revitalization, which defines the process of deriving degraded areas from the crisis state, needs to incorporate resource and energy components as integral elements of the process. Any other type of revitalization efforts, which do not consider and incorporate the resource and energy efficiency, may lead to capital lock-in emission intensive solutions and create a lost opportunity. This poses a particular risk in Poland, where, as underlined in the presentation, the legislation in place does not specifically require to carry out an energy efficient revitalization. 
The third presentation raised the issues of air pollution in Malopolska Region in Poland - home to 36 out of 50 most polluted cities in the EU. It explained how implementation of an EU-funded project LIFE, is contributing to raising the quality of air in the region and beyond. Particular attention was given to the role of eco-managers who are key drivers for deployment of energy efficiency measures at local level. Through their work, the eco-managers not only raise the awareness about the smog and air pollution in local schools, distribute educational materials but also provide advice and assistance on energy efficiency investments to residents. This bottom up approach and close cooperation with local communities, can not only lead to improvement of the quality of life but also set examples for the rest of the state or region in efficiency delivery.
Main takeaways and conclusions:
· Issues like energy efficiency need to appear at all level of legislation – national – regional – local. Relevant policies need to be modified and streamlined so they are not fragmented and they all include provisions on EE;
· Long-term commitments to EE investments are necessary as well as ensuring equal support at all levels of the government (need to get mayors involved). Local governments should be supported by nationwide financial schemes and capacity building programmes;
· The process of the preparation of EE projects needs to be very thorough to provide sufficient, stable programme funding to deliver EE;
· Raising awareness and broadly communicating the benefits and opportunities for EE mainly among citizens is of paramount importance. The example of eco-managers can be used as a well-functioning tool for achieving this goal.

